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one important region" and Kerridge's pugnacious (and con-
vincing) attempt to demonstrate that the most important
transformations took place before i65O.100 Hoskins's essays on
agrarian problems in the Midlands have served to define the
sort of local history which, by tackling the real questions,
contributes substantially to all sorts of general enquiries.101
Ramsay provides a useful first introduction to the history of
trade in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.102 Two Ger-
man works apply statistical methods to trade and industry
since 1700; both no doubt contribute some unusual expertise
and some stimulating ideas, but neither seems sufficiently
secure in the use of historical materials and method to be
trusted without reservation.103 Two studies concern themselves
at length with particular industries: Coleman on paper is ex-
cellent, Schubert on iron less satisfactory.104 An interesting
contrast is provided by two leading scholars who each under-
took to review the British economy since about 1750: Hobs-
bawm, impressionistic and literary, mingles brilliance with
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